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KNOWN BY RUNNERS FOR ITS PRs, 

GARRY BJORKLUND HALF MARATHON NEARLY SETS ONE OF ITS OWN 
2025 Race Reaches Sellout in Under 18 Hours 

 

(DULUTH, MINN.) --- In a sport where time matters, the Garry Bjorklund Half Marathon came close to 
doing what many of its participants will hope to do this coming June – set a new personal record. 
 
After reaching its capacity in under 100 hours a year ago, the race this year reached the same 
number in under 18 hours. It’s the second-fastest sellout in the event’s history, trailing only 2018 
when organizers moved from a lottery structure to a first-come, first-served basis. 
 
“Registration day is always humbling,” Grandma’s Marathon Marketing & Public Relations Director 
Zach Schneider said. “To see thousands of people waiting to enter this race and wanting to travel to 
our community, it’s something that we will never take for granted. That interest is rooted in the 
reputation Duluth has developed as a destination for runners from all over the world, and our 
community should be proud of that.” 
 
The 2025 Grandma’s Marathon weekend, as a whole, is seeing perhaps its strongest start to 
registration in the organization’s history. Only 18 hours after registration opened, more than 15,000 
people had registered for one of the weekend’s three races.  
 
Even with the Garry Bjorklund Half Marathon and accompanying Half Great Grandma’s Challenge – 
which includes both the 5K and half marathon – now sold out, there is still a way for runners to sign 
up for the 13.1-mile race in June. 
 

• Charity Partners --- Participants can register through one of our 2025 Charity Partners. When 
a participant has reached the fundraising goal – set by each organization – they will receive a 
free entry into the 2025 event of their choice. Approximately 750 total race entries are available 
through charity partners, though availability will vary by organization. 

 



 

“We talk every year about the positive impact Grandma’s Marathon weekend has on our participants 
and community,” Schneider said, “and our Charity Partners program is a prime example of how that 
impact can extend even past our race weekend. Runners can get what they’re after, a spot at the 
starting line, and in exchange these nonprofit organizations can receive money to do some real good 
within our region.” 
 
The 2025 Grandma’s Marathon weekend is scheduled for June 19-21, 2025. For any questions or 
interview requests, please contact Marketing & Public Relations Director Zach Schneider via phone at 
(218) 343-9874 or via email at zach@grandmasmarathon.com. 
 

### 
 
ABOUT GRANDMA’S MARATHON 
Grandma’s Marathon began in 1977 when a group of local runners planned a scenic road race from Two Harbors to 
Duluth, Minnesota. After seeing just 150 participants that year, the race weekend has now grown into one of the largest in 
the United States and welcomes more than 20,000 participants for its three-race event each June. 

The race got its name from the Duluth-based group of famous Grandma’s Restaurants, the first major sponsor of the 
marathon. In addition to the 26.2-mile race, the organization has now added the Garry Bjorklund Half Marathon and 
William A. Irvin 5K to its weekend offerings. 

As the popularity of Grandma’s Marathon has grown, our mission has stayed the same – to organize, promote, and 
deliver annual events and programs that cultivate running, educational, social, and charitable opportunities to our 
communities. 

Grandma’s Marathon-Duluth, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt nonprofit organization with a nine-person, full-time staff and a 
17-member Board of Directors. 
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